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Summary: Aid for Nonpublic School Students 

Books, Materials, Tests, Health Services, Guidance, and Counseling. School districts are 
required to provide nonpublic school pupils with textbooks, individualized instructional 
materials, and standardized tests, all of which must be secular in nature and cannot be used 
for religious instruction or worship. In addition, a district must provide the same health 
services to pupils of nonpublic schools as it provides to public school pupils. Nonpublic 
secondary pupils must also be offered guidance and counseling services by the public 
secondary schools. The state reimburses districts for their costs up to the amount of the 
statewide average expenditure per pupil (determined as of February 1 of the preceding school 
year) times the number of nonpublic school pupils served, with an inflation adjustment 
equal to the percent of increase in the general education revenue program formula allowance 
from the second preceding school year. For fiscal year 2015, the reimbursement rates are set 
at 100 percent of the statewide average expenditures per pupil unit, which are as follows: for 
textbooks, $79.44; for health services, $64.20; and for guidance and counseling, $219.49.  

(Minn. Stat. §§ 123B.40-123B.43) 

Transportation. School districts are also required to provide equal transportation for 
nonpublic school pupils. This means that the district within which a nondisabled pupil 
resides must provide transportation for the pupil to a nonpublic school within the district if 
he or she lives at least the same distance from the nonpublic school as public school students 
in the district who are transported to school. Public schools are also permitted to transport 
nonpublic school pupils to regular shared time programs and must transport disabled 
nonpublic school pupils to and from the facility where special education is provided. Public 
schools must also provide nonpublic school pupils with transportation within the district 
boundaries between the nonpublic school and public school or neutral site for the purpose of 
receiving health and guidance and counseling services. State transportation aid is available for 
all of these transportation services to nonpublic school pupils. 

(Minn. Stat. §§ 123B.84-123B.87; 123B.92, subd. 9) 

Source: House Research Department November 2014 Minnesota School Finance 
  (Pages 94 – 95) http://www.house.leg.state.mn.us/hrd/pubs/mnschfin.pdf 


